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PRICE LABORATORY SCHOOL PARENT NEWSLETTER 
VOLUME II, NUMBER 2 DECEMBER, 1977 
ELEMENTARY CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 
The annual Elementary Christmas program will be held in the auditorium on Wednesday ;,fternoon, 
December 21, starting at 2: 10. The theme of the program this year is "Christmas Moods." The music 
to be presented during the program will be representative of the various moods of this holiday season. 
The elementary orchestra will be a featured part of the program this year . Parents, grandparents, other 
relatives and friends are invited to join us for this special program which will feat·Jre participation by all 
students in the elementary school. 
Students will be dismissed to go home with their parents at the conclusion of the program :aporoxi-
mately 3:00 p.m.). Buses will run at the regular dismissal time. Parties will be held ir. the cia,s,ooms 
during the last hour of the day. Both morning and afternoon Nurserv/Kinderga~ten .::.c1ss<::~ wili meet 
during the afternoon session (starting at 12:15 p.m.) on Wednesday, December 21 . 
•• 4 UNIT Ill 
During October and November Unit 111 students 
were studying the world of maps. Many parents 
may have noticed their supply of road maps 
dwindiing as their little map scholars brought 
them to share at school. Maps of all sizes and 
types were brought. From cities to continents, 
the world of maps was explored. 
After Thanksgiving we will begin the "Struc-
tures" unit of the science curriculum. The child-
r~n will be using clay, straws, and cardboard 
strips to build structures of their own. This unit 
gives them a chance to develop some trial-and-
error problem-solving techniques, as well as to 
explore the relationship between the materials 
used in construction and the structural and 
aesthetic design of the objects that can be built 
with them. 
• UNIT V 
Students in Unit V have been worki:ig at refining 
the many skills they now possess. Critical 
thinking skills have been a focus :n reaci'.-,g and 
social studies. During science units of Clay Boats 
and Bones, they have oeen required to manipu-
late variables and use various questioning tech-
niques. In math they have been working on speed 
and accuracy with multiplication facts and con-
cepts. Social skills have been a vitai part of the 
prngram this fall. 
Soon after vacation, Unit V will embark on the 
Berkeley Health Unit: The Heart and Cirr.u;c:tory 
System. Reading, film viewing, discussions and 
dissecting a heart will be importan~ aspects of 
this nine week long study. A major emphasis will 
be on understanding the Circulatory Syste~ and 
how perso'1al behav,or affects its f·,_mct;o11 
. ~ .  
- - U N I T  I  
T h e  c h i l d r e n  i n  U n i t  I  c u l m i n a t e d  t h e i r  s t u d y  o f  
f o o d  w i t h  a  T h a n k s g i v i n g  f e a s t .  T h e y  c o o k e d  
v e g e t a b l e  s o u p  a n d  c o r n b r e a d  f o r  t h e  W e d n e s d a y  
e v e n t .  W e  h o p e  e v e r y o n e  h a d  a n  e n j o y a b l e  a n d  
s a f e  h o l i d a y .  
O u r  C h r i s t m a s  u n i t  i s  e n t i t l e d  C h r i s t m a s  A r o u n d  
T h e  W o r l d .  W e  w i l l  b e  f i n d i n g  t h e  s o u r c e s  o f  o u r  
C h r i s t m a s  c u s t o m s  ( t r e e s ,  s t o c k i n g s ,  S a n t a )  a n d  
h o p e f u l l y  r e c e i v i n g  C h r i s t m a s  g r e e t i n g s  f r o m  
f r i e n d s  a n d  r e l a t i v e s  w h o  l i v e  f a r  a w a y .  T h e i r  
e x a c t  l o c a t i o n  w i l l  b e  l i t e r a l l y  p i n - p o i n t e d  o n  
m a p s  o f  t h e  w o r l d ,  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  a n d  I o w a .  W e  
a l s o  h o p e  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  w i s h  e v e r y o n e  a  M e r r y  
C h r i s t m a s  i n  F r e n c h ,  G e r m a n ,  a n d  S p a n i s h .  
. . .  ~ A  l l l l  V  . . .  J  
. , , , o ,  ~ , ~ ,  
1 1 . · r • i  ~ 
G E N E R A L  M U S I C  
C l a s s e s  f o r  g r a d e s  o n e  t h r o u g h  f o u r  h a v e  r e ·  
c e n t l y  c o n c l u d e d  a  u n i t  o n  m u s i c a l  i n s t r u m e n t s .  
L e a r n i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  i n c l u d e d  t h e  u s e  o f  f i l m s t r i p s  
a n d  r e c o r d i n g s  ,  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  o f  i n s t r u m e n t s  
b y  c l a s s  m e m b e r s ,  a  f i e l d t r i p  t o  t h e  S t .  J o h n  
L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h  f o r  a  p i p e  o r g a n  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  
a n d  c o n c e r t ,  a n d  f i l m s  o n  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  
a u t h e n t i c  r e p r o d u c t i o n s  o f  c o l o n i a l  m u s i c a l  i n -
s t r u m e n t s .  
T h e  s i n g i n g  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  m u s i c  p r o g r a m  
h a s  i n c l u d e d  s p i r i t u a l s ,  w o r k  s o n g s ,  p a t r i o t i c  
s o n g s ,  p o p u l a r  s o n g s ,  a n d  h o l i d a y  n u m b e r s .  N o t e -
r e a d i n g  s k i l l s  a r e  e m p h a s i z e d  t h r o u g h  s o n g  
m a t e r i a l ,  g a m e s ,  a n d  w o r k s h e e t s .  
D u r i n g  D e c e m b e r  t h e  f o u r t h  t h r o u g h  s i x t h  g r a d e s  
w i l l  b e  u s i n g  a  n u m b e r  o f  u n i t s  f r o m  t h e  n e w  
v i d e o  t a p e d  s e r i e s  t i t l e d  " M U S I C  . . .  I S . "  T h €  
g o a l s  o f  t h i s  c u r r i c u l u m  a r e  f o r  s t u d e n t s  t o  e n j o y  
m u s i c ,  t o  h e a r  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d  s p e c i f i c  m u s i c a l  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e s e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  i n  
d i f f e r e n t  s e t t i n g s ,  a n d  t o  b e c o m e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
l i s t e n i n g  t o  a  g r e a t e r  v a r i e t y  o f  m u s i c .  
S I X T H  G R A D E  S P A N I S H  &  
S a l u d o s !  G r e e t i n g s !  T  
T h e  s i x t h  g r a d e  S p a n i s h  c l a s s  h a s  b e e n  v e r y  b u s y  
i n  t h e  l a s t  w e e k s .  T h e  c l a s s e s  w e r e  d i v i d e d  i n t o  
f o u r  g r o u p s .  F o r  t h r e e  d a y s  e a c h  o f  t h e  g r o u p s  
w o r k e d  i n  o n e  o f  f o u r  c e n t e r s ,  n a m e l y :  L a t i n  
A m e r i c a n  m u s i c  a p p r e c i a t i o n ,  r e a d i n g  b i l i n g u a l  
s t o r i e s  ( S p a n i s h - E n g l i s h ) ,  s i g n  m a k i n g  o f  s t a f f  
a n d  f a c u l t y  ( i n  S p a n i s h  w i t h  t i t l e  a n d  s u b j e c t  
a r e a ) ,  a n d  t h e  m o s t  p o p u l a r  o f  a l l - - S p a n i s h  
c o o k i n g  d o n e  f r o m  a  r e c i p e  i n  S p a n i s h .  
A l l  t h e  g r o u p s  w o r k e d  d i l i g e n t l y  i n  t h e i r  o w n  
a r e a s  a n d  a l l  g r o u p s  w e r e  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  
b e i n g  i n  t h e  c o o k i n g  c e n t e r .  W e  c o o k e d  t o r t i l l a s ,  
c o r n  m e a l  f r i t t e r s ,  a n d  b e a n  d i p .  W e  a t e  t h e  r e -
s u l t s  o f  t h a t  a c t i v i t y  a n d  i t  w a s  d e l i c i o u s !  W e  n o t  
o n l y  c o o k e d  a n d  a t e ,  b u t  l e a r n e d  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  
v o c a b u l a r y .  
O u r  s i g n  p r o j e c t  i s  n o t  f i n i s h e d ,  b u t  s o o n  a f t e r  
o u r  C h r i s t m a s  b r e a k  w e  w i l l  b e  f i n i s h e d  a n d  a l l  
t h e  s i g n s  w i l l  b e  l a m i n a t e d  a n d  p o s t e d  a p p r o -
p r i a t e l y .  
P H Y S I C A L  E D U C A T I O N  
~ 
~ 
A  n e w  e m p h a s i s  h a s  b e e n  p l a c e d  o n  f i t n e s s  
a c t i v i t i e s  t h i s  y e a r  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  p h y s i c a l  f i t n e s s  
t e s t  s c o r e s  o f  s t u d e n t s  i n  g r a d e s  5 - 1 2  l a s t  s p r i n g .  
A r e a s  g i v e n  p a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n  i n c l u d e  
a b d o m i n a l  s t r e n g t h  ( s i t - u p s ) .  a r m  a n d  s h o u l d e r  
g i r d l e  s t r e n g t h  ( p u s h - u p s ) ,  a n d  c a r d i o - v a s c u l a r  
f i t n e s s  ( r u n n i n g ) .  T h e  f i r s t  5 - 1 0  m i n u t e s  o f  e a c h  
c l a s s  p e r i o d  a r e  s p e n t  o n  a c t i v i t i e s  r e l a t e d  t o  
f i t n e s s .  W e  a r e  a l r e a d y  n o t i n g  s i g n i f i c a n t  
i m p r o v e m e n t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  r u n n i n g .  f i t n e s s  
t e s t s  w i l l  b e  a d m i n i s t e r e d  a g a i n  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  t o  
g r a d e s  5 - 1 2  w i t h  t h e  P r e s i d e n t i a l  F i t n e s s  A w a r d s  
g i v e n  t o  a l l  w h o  s c o r e  a b o v e  t h e  8 5 t h  p e r c e n t i l e  
i n  a l l  s i x  t e s t s .  
T h e  r e g u l a r  p h y s i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m  t h i s  
w i n t e r  i n c l u d e s  b a l l  s k i l l s ,  t u m b l i n g  a n d  a p p a -
r a t u s ,  s w i m m i n g ,  r h y t h m s ,  a n d  l o w - o r g a n i z a t i o n  
g a m e s .  
IMMUNIZATION UPDATE 
On several occasions this year you have received 
notes or letters regarding the Iowa law which re-
quires that all students be immunized against cer-
tain diseases in order to be al lowed to attend 
school. The effective date for the law to be im-
plemented (January 1, 1978) is rapidly 
approaching. We do not want to have to be in a 
position where your child must be excluded from 
school on January 4, 1978, but failure to comply 
with the requirements of the law will make such 
action necessary. 
If you have not yet checked your child's records 
against the Certificate of Immunization sent 
from school, please do this as quickly as possible. 
The Certificate must be completed with an 
accurate record of immunization history, and 
any necessary immunizations must be received so 
that the Certificate may be signed and placed in 
the school record for your child. If additional 
immunizations are required, we suggest that the 
physician complete and sign the Certificate 
before you return it to school. When immuni-
zations are not required, you are asked to com-
plete the information on the back of the Certifi-
cate and bring it to school for the nurse to sign. 
Time is running short! Your cooperation in 
getting the Certificate completed before vaca-
tion is needed. If too many wait until Christmas 
vacation, January 4th will be a most confusing 
and difficult day for all of us. Please call Mrs. 
Duncan, the school nurse, to make an appoint-
ment to return the completed Certificate(s) for 
your child(ren). The phone number of the Health 
Office is 273-2348. 
SPEECH AND HEARING 
Hearing Screening in grades two, four, and six 
will be done before the end of the first semester. 
Unless Dr. Potter calls, you can assume your 
child's hearing is satisfactory. 
Thanks to the parents who returned speech class 
permit slips. All students should be scheduled by 
next semester. 
ART 
Unit 11 has been introduced to the art area and 
has worked with some basic materials including 
clay, compositions in yarn, crayon and cha I k 
and construction of a playhouse. 
During the first nine weeks, second graders in 
Unit 111 did clay monsters, undersea crayon resist 
with water color, tempera wood scrap patterns, 
string repeat prints, and construction paper 
halloween pictures and murals . Third graders are 
currently in art and have worked with clay, 
crayon, flourescent magic markers and cut paper 
design. 
Unit IV fourth graders did clay tiles, tye dye, and 
composition of various types during the first nine 
weeks. Fifth graders are currently making plaster 
molds for poured clay pieces . 
The general project for Unit V has been batik 
dyeing using the hot wax method. 
All groups will do Christmas related activities in 
December. 
.... UNIT VI 
Mr. Clausen's class has had a good start to the 
year. They are working on a leisure time unit and 
planning a camping trip to Yellow River Forest 
in the spring. They are presently studying a unit 
on feelings as a component of their Home and 
Family Life unit. 
Mrs. Jorgensen's class is working on making 
pottery in addition to their academic work. 
Earlier in the semester they spent time talking 
about the adventures of the "Hornpiper" and the 
Jorgensen's trip from Illinois to the Bahamas. 
ORCHESTRA 
The fourth grade string players are progressing 
with music reading, bowing techniques, and 
memory tunes. The senior elementary orchestra 
is preparing to perform in the Elementary 
Christmas Program. 
• FROM THE PRINCIPAL'S OFFICE 
Winter is with us, and with it comes our request 
for your assistance. We do expect students to go 
outdoors during the noon hour except on ex-
tremely cold, windy days. Please help us by 
seeing that your child is properly dressed so he or 
she can enjoy the time they are outdoors (20-30 
minutes). We urge that your child wear overshoes 
to help keep their feet dry and warm. Mittens or 
gloves, scarves, caps, and warm coats are essential 
for all. Please mark all items of ciothing so that 
they may be returned if "lost". We do have a 
"lost and found" closet in the Elementary Office 
which should be checked if items are lost at 
school. A number of unclaimed items of very 
nice clothing are discarded or sent to Goodwill 
every year because they cannot be identified or 
are unclaimed at the end of the year. 
School pictures and/or money should be re-
turned to the Elementary Office no later than 
Friday, December 9th. Class composites are com-
plimentary, and may be kept regardless of 
whether or not other pictures are purchased. 
Nursery school registration fee for the second 
semester should be paid by Januarv 27, !978. 
The first semester ends on Friday, Janudry 13th. 
Registration fee is $50.00 per semester. 
A number of ~tudents are arriving at school well 
before 8:20 a.m. Safety Patrol is not provided 
until that time, nor are students allowed to go 
beyond the fover to their classrooms. Please help 
us by holding you1 chi la.en at home so that they 
will arrive at school between 8:20 and 8:30 a.m. 
NEW FAMILIES 
The following families have registered new 
students since the start of the 1977-78 school 
year: 
Thomas and Irene Pitz, parents of Tiffany in 
Unit I. 
Sandra Woolsey, parent of Kimberly Wilson ir. 
Unit IV. 
Kenneth and Janet Phillips, parents of Steve 
in Unit V. 
•• <1<1 UNIT IV 
Fourth and fifth grade students have begun the 
Berkeley Health Project. The for.us of this year's 
health unit includes an overview of energy and 
the body systems and concentrates on the diges-
tive system, food and nutrition . This unit will 
extend into mid-January. 
December 8 at 7:30 has been set aside for a 
VERY IMPORTANT parent meeting Among 
those items on the adgenda are the reorganiza-
tion of Unit IV and a presentation about our 
Spanish program. Note this date on your calen-
dar and plan to attend. 
Merry Christmas 
mu/ 
flapp_Y .\,,u· YPar 
. ...
... UNIT II 
After a study of food, which involved the 
holidays, we will concentrate on science in 
addition to the ongoing reading, writing, and 
me.th programs. 
In February tne post office unit (which closely 
relates to Valentine's Day) will find us writing a 
letter and following its path by taking a field trip 
to th~ Pest Office. 
The decision-making sk1!is unit 1n1t1atea in the 
fall has brought results in the classroom and in 
situations outside the classroom. It is hoped that 
parents are seeing improvement in their child's 
takin~ of responsibility at home also. 
SCHOOL CALENDAR l 
Nov. 29. _ ....... Unit V Homeroom Meeting 
Dec. 8 .......... Unit IV Homeroom Meeting 
Dec. 12,13,14 ........ NUHS Madrigal Dinner 
Dec. 21 ....... Elementary Christmas Pr0gram 
Dismissal for Vacation at 3:00 p.m. 
Dec 22-Jan. 3 ... . ........ Winter Vacation 
Jar,.-~ . . . . .... Classes Resume at 8:30 a.m. 
Jan. 13 
J3n. 27. .. 
......... End af 1st Semester 
. . Nursery Registration Fee for 
2r.rl Se1T1ester Due 
